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     John 
White, an early European visitor 
to the Turks and Caicos Islands 
whilst on his way to Virginia 
in 1587, wrote that his men 
hunted "Swanees" and caught many 
of them.   

     
      

  Anyone caught harming one of 
these beautiful birds or their eggs in Turks 
and Caicos faces fines and possible prison 
time. 
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Nesting is done in a small cup-shaped 
construction of soft materials like cotton or 
feathers and woven together with various 
plant materials like twigs. Nests are usually 
created between two and twelve feet from the 
ground and the female Bahama Woodstar 
Hummingbird lays two oval shaped eggs that 
she will incubate for two weeks. 

The cactus that this Bahama Woodstar is 
landing on is the Turks Head cactus, one of 
four endemic species of cacti in the Turks & 
Caicos Islands. The Turks Head is called 
as such because many believe that it gave 
the appearance of a Turkish Fez hat. You can 
see this cactus on the Turks & Caicos flag and 
coat of arms. 



P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  

P L A N T  G U I D E

0.



 
| 

IS
SU

E 
O

N
E 

| |

     
     

 
    

    
  world    

eir 

 
     

 
     

    
     

 

C A C T U S

     
     

    
    

  Prickly Pear cacti 
form trunks that can grow up 
to a meter in diameter.
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